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NEWS RELEASE

March 15, 1996

UM PANEL EXAMINES HISTORY OF WOMENS’ ROLES IN BUTTE UNIONS
MISSOULA-Historical contributions of women to the labor movement and community in Butte will be
explored during a free, public panel discussion at The University of Montana- Missoula Tuesday,
March 19.
"Women, Labor and Community in Butte" will be presented at 7 p.m. in Liberal Arts
Building Room 305 as pan of Women’s History Month activities on the UM campus.
The stories told of Butte’s mining history have generally been men's stories, says Janet
Finn. UM assistant professor of social work and a panel participant. Tuesday’s panel will bring
the struggles and contributions of Butte women to center stage, she said.
Panelists Ellen Crain, director of the Butte Silver Bow Public Archives; Marilyn Maney,
president of the Butte Silver Bow Public Archives board; and Whitney Williams, a researcher in
womens’ labor history, will highlight issues of class and community from the perspective of
working-class women. The three panelists will address the founding of the Womens’ Protective
Union in Butte, its importance in shaping gender and labor solidarity among Butte’s working
women, and the challenges it posed to employers and male-dominated miners’ unions. Crain,
Maney and Williams also will discuss their on-going work on the Butte Womens’ Labor History
project for which they have gained national recognition.
Finn will share her work, "Crafting the Everyday: Stories of Women, Copper and
- more -

Community," telling of womens’ efforts to hold family and community together during Butte’s
many strikes.
The panel and other Women's History Month events are sponsored by the UM W omen’s
Studies Program.

m
Contact: Janet Finn, social work assistant professor, 243-6510; Colleen Hunter, Women’s Studies'
Program, 243-2584.
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